Eastside psychiatric facility opens

October 28, 2010

By Dave Hodges

After two years of construction, the Apalachee Center officially reopened its renovated and expanded Eastside Psychiatric Hospital at a ceremony Wednesday morning.
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Eastside can now accommodate twice the number of clients it did before and will be home to the region's first and only geriatric psychiatric unit, officials said.

"I'm excited. I have been here 14 years and this is something we have been looking forward to for a long time," said Jane Magnan, director of nursing.

Jay Reeve, president and CEO of Apalachee Center, said the new facility is now a two-story building that went from having 24 to 46 beds. Clients will be moved into Eastside beginning Monday morning.

Reeve's predecessor, Ron Kirkland, held the executive's post for 35 years, but stayed on after retirement to oversee the construction at 2634 Capital Circle N.E.

"We really started the whole development on this site in 1984," Kirkland recalled. "We felt the community was going to need the services, so we made plans for the second floor."

Human resources director Candy Landry said recruiting has begun for additional personnel to handle the increase in operations.

An array of political leaders, mental health professionals and advocates attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony and presentations that followed.

"The expansion of Apalachee is an exciting development in our community," said George Sheldon, secretary of Florida's Department of Children and Families. "It's a significant step forward that will ensure that the people who need help the most will receive state-of-the art care in a timely manner."

Reeve said the geriatric services area continues to grow, with 33 percent of those individuals served now age 55 or older.

The 12-bed Geropsychiatric Unit is designed specifically for the needs of older clients. Its features include readily available nurse call buttons, secluded visiting rooms, specially chosen fabric and color schemes, a separate dining area, and increased capacity for medical care.

Plans for the unit were developed in consultation with leading national experts, as well as local organizations and caregivers who serve the geriatric population.

Apalachee Center Inc. is a not-for-profit mental health center serving residents of Leon, Gadsden, Wakulla, Jefferson, Taylor, Madison, Franklin and Liberty counties. It was established in 1948.
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